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The Quiet Power of Faithfulness

The greatest forces in the universe are rarely spectacular. Gentle summer showers often do
more lasting good than hurricanes, though they draw little attention. The world depends on
the faithfulness, loyalty and dedication of countless people whose names are never known.

Every life, no matter how humble, has a role in shaping a better world and a more beautiful
tomorrow. It is easy to overvalue what seems impressive and underestimate what appears or-
dinary. Yet lasting change is most often built through quiet commitment, patient service and
faithful hearts doing what matters most, day after day




Pastoral Staff:
Jim Powell, Senior Pastor

pastorjim@palmwestchurch.org

Brian Thomas, Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care
pastorbrian@palmwestchurch.org

Jeff Chariker, Associate Pastor of Music & Media
pastorjeff@palmwestchurch.org

Tony Mosti, Modern Worship Leader
tony@palmwestchurch.org

Office Staff:

Joyce Sopilnick, Church Administrator
admin@palmwestchurch.org

Peg Rideout, Connections Coordinator
connections@palmwestchurch.org
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Worship With Us In Person
Sunday Worship Schedule
Traditional Worship
10:00 a.m.
Livestream at 10:00 a.m.
Saturdays
Modern Worship
4:00 p.m. in Hoover Hall

June and July will be e-newsletters.
Articles or announcements should be short.

Please have them to me
(admin@palmwestchurch.org) by the 15 of June for
July, and the 15 of July for August.
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¢ Christian Readers Book Club, Creative Arts, Prayer
Ministries, page 9
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Thank you’s, Water Donations, page 10
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Missions, page 15

Church Office Hours:
Monday through Thursday
8:00 am—4:00 pm
Closed for lunch 12:00 pm—1:00 pm
Fridays-Office Closed
Phone: 623-546-2980
Fax: 623-546-9977

General Church Email:
staff@palmwestchurch.org
Website: www.palmwestchurch.org

PWCC Leaders

VLT Chair, Bob Leavengood
Treasurer, Pam Vermeer
Education, Bob Ripley
Hospitality, Carol Graf
Media, Jim Burroughs
Missions, Phil Burdick
Property, Terry Brafford
Sunday Worship: Traditional:
10:00 a.m. Fred Prince & Mark Bernier
Saturday Worship: Modern
4:00 p.m.— Karen Bates




Pastor Jim Powell
Seni or Pastor

Life in a Broken World: A Study of 1 Peter

We live in a world that often feels fractured and uncertain. Relationships can be strained. Culture can be confusing and it
often seems that everything is upside down. Suffering, disappointment, and hardship touch all of us in one way or anoth-
er. So how do followers of Jesus live with hope, purpose, and faithfulness in the middle of this world?

Beginning the first weekend in June, we will launch a new 13-week sermon series through the book of 1 Peter
titled “Life in a Broken World.” This will be a verse-by-verse journey through one of the New Testament’s most practi-
cal, challenging, and encouraging books.

Written to believers facing pressure, uncertainty, and cultural opposition, 1 Peter speaks powerfully to our own time.
Peter reminds us that our identity is rooted not in the shifting values of the world, but in our relationship with Christ. We
arecalled to be people of hope, holiness, humility, perseverance, and love—even when life is difficult.

Throughout this series we will explore themes such as finding hope in suffering, standing firm under pressure, living as a
holy and distinct people in an unholy culture, navigating relationships, responding to trials, and discovering how to fol-
low the Lord with courage and grace.

Whether you are walking through challenges personally, wrestling with questions about faith and culture, or simply
longing to grow deeper in God’s Word, this series will offer timely encouragement and practical wisdom.

Join us for “Life in a Broken World” as we open God’s Word together and discover how to live faithfully, joyfully, and
purposefully in a world that desperately needs hope.
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Connections Coordinator
Peg Rideout

Connecting to our Identity in Christ

A couple weeks ago I left my church nametag on the refrigerator at home. Have you done that before? I remembered on
the way to church and almost went back to get it, but decided it was okay to be without my “ID” badge. Even though no
one mentioned it [ knew I didn’t have it and it bothered me. Most of you know my name so that wasn’t it. As I reflected
on my day I wondered why I was so troubled about not having my name with me that day. The Holy Spirit quickened
my spirit and reminded me that regardless of a magnetic nametag attached to my shirt, my identity is in Him. Ephesians
2:10 says, “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for
us to do.” We need to remember that when we accept Jesus as our personal Savior, we are “born again” and assume a
new identity in Christ. I may continue to wrestle with my “old nature”, but the Lord reminds me again that, “There is
therefore no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus”, Romans 8:1. We are dearly loved by our God! He desires
us to see ourselves as He sees us as “children of God through faith in Christ Jesus”, Galatians 3:26. Let’s step into our
identity with confidence knowing we are well-loved and equipped for service. But, please try to remember to wear your
nametag every time you come to church!!

Blessings to each of you as I travel this summer. If you have Facebook or use the YouVersion Bible app, I’d love to
connect with you!

Peg Rideout
Connections Coordinator

317-460-0576, connections@palmwestchurch.org
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Treasurer
Pam Ver meer.

The leadership team of the church wants to be transparent with the financial status of the church. We again will be
giving a finance report in the Palm West Alive Newsletter. Understand the financial reports for a month-end do not come
to the finance team until the 15" of the following month so please note the AS OF date for the numbers presented. With
any questions or comments regarding INCOME, please send to the Finance Secretary at finance@palmwestchurch.org
and any questions or comments regarding EXPENCES, please send to the Treasurer at treasurer@palmwestchurch.org.

AS OF APRIL 30, 2026 Total Income is $88,611 and Total Expenses are $92,573.

Blessings, Pam Vermeer, Treasurer

Finance Ministry
Joyce Westlund, Financial Secr

Many of you are sending donations through your Qualified Charitable Donation (QCD) plan at your financial institu-
tion. We have received some checks from a few of them without a name attached. therefore Leslie Greene and I do not
know where to credit the donation. Please make sure your financial institution knows to include your name somewhere
on the donation. Thank you for your continued faithful and generous support of Palm West Community Church.

Our June Fellowship Dinner is
Wednesday, June 17
4:30 p.m.
Hoover Hall

We will be serving Slider Burgers, Hot Dogs, Baked Beans,
Salad, Fruit
$5.00 per person at the door.

If you would like to help prepare the meal, set-up, clean-up, or bring dessert, check the box when you sign up.
Sign up Saturdays and Sundays - May 30, 31; June 6, 7; 13, 14,

or contact the church office.

Help for Veterans

If anyone is a veteran and has questions or issues concerning the VA, we have an attorney who specializes in this
area. As a ministry to the Palm West Church family, this church member is willing to sit down and offer free consul-
tation to anyone who has issues pertaining to the VA, including meals, grave markers and flags. If you would like to
take advantage of this, please contact the office and we will connect you with Mike Hurley.
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Quilt,n Sew
Wi |l ma Pl ett

. The Palm West Quilt n Sew Team meet all through the year to sew beautiful
quilts and blankets to donate to Where Hope Lives - Street Light Ministries -
Short Creek - Phoenix Dream Center - Neighborhood Ministries—Phoenix Res-

cue Mission and Thrive AZ. We welcome you to come check us out and see

g e -
; West Quilt’n Sew - SRGERICILE
- o
meeLs\if!rt'fr,lday of the’'month
e et - Our next meeting is Friday June 5 at 10:00 a.m. in Hoover Hall Classroom
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Women’s Fellowship Ministry
Sharon Shepherd, 2026 Chair

“GRATITUDE, REMEMBRANCE &
RESILIENCE”
AN ALL-CHURCH CELEBRATION

Sponsored by Women’s Fellowship
TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2026

11:15 a.m.
Come and Enjoy a Hot Dog Lunch in Hoover Hall

12:00 Noon—1:30 p.m.
Program in the Sanctuary

Special Music will include the PWCC Men’s Quartet along with Soloist, Conrad Millan.
We will hear some testimonies too!

Come one and all to a “time of gratitude” and celebration of blessing and resilience as we reflect on the

extraordinary nation in which we are privileged to live! We will honor, first, our Heavenly Father and

then our veterans for their service and sacrifice. The freedoms we celebrate on this 250th Anniversary
of American History and Independence come at a great price. Let’s take time to remember!

Feel free to wear military uniforms or red, white and blue.

Cost is $10.00 per person and sign-ups will begin Saturday and Sunday June 20 & 21.




June Sermons
Pastor Jim Powell

CURRENT SERMON SERIES

Life in a Broken World

June 6,7 - A Living Hope
Text: 1 Peterl1:165

Extra Verses: Rom 8:11; Col 1:12

June 13, 14 d In Spite of Trials
Text: 1 Peterl:6-12

Extra Verses: Jn 16:33; James #2Rom 8:18; Isa 48:10

June 20, 210 The Challenge
Text: 1 Peterl:1321

Extra Verses: Lev 19:2;: 1 Cor 6:120
Fat herds Day. David Harris Preach

June 27, 280 Love Deeply

Text: 1 Peterl:222:3
Extra Verses: Various
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A BIG PICTURE GUIDE TO THE FLOW OF SCRIPTURE

The Bible in 10 Weeks
A cl eparcthrg guide to the flow and str

June 3—Week 1—The History behind the Bible

A look behind the cannon of Scripture and it’s reliability. The number of books, Authors, Audiences, Time-
lines, as well as the history behind how and why the books make up the Bible.

June 10—Week 2—The Pentateuch (Genesis—Deuteronomy)

The foundation of everything: God creates the world, forms His covenant with Israel, and gives the Law.
These books establish God’s character, human sin, and the need for redemption.

June 17—Week 3—Historical Books (Joshua—Esther)

The story of Israel in the land—conquest, judges, kings, division, exile, and return. Shows the cycle of faithful-
ness and failure, and God’s ongoing covenant faithfulness.

June 24—Week 4— Wisdom Literature (Job—Song of Solomon)

Practical and poetic reflections on life, suffering, love, and wisdom. Focuses on how to live well in relation-
ship with God in the real world.

July 1—Week 5— Psalms

The prayer and worship book of the Bible, expressing the full range of human emotion. Teaches people how to
relate to God honestly through praise, lament, and trust.

July 8—Week 6— The Prophets (Isaiah—Malachi)

God’s messengers calling Israel back to covenant faithfulness, warning of judgment, and pointing toward fu-
ture hope. Strong emphasis on repentance and the coming Messiah.

July 15—Week 7—The Gospels (Matthew—John)

The life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The centerpiece of the Bible where all Old Testa-
ment hopes are fulfilled.

July 22—Week 8— Acts (The Early Church)

The birth and expansion of the church through the power of the Holy Spirit. Shows how the gospel moves
from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth.

July 29—Week 9—The Epistles (Romans—Jude)

Letters explaining the meaning of Jesus’ work and how believers are to live. Focuses on doctrine, spiritual for-
mation, and life in Christian community.

August S—Week 10— Revelation (The Consummation)

A vision of Christ’s ultimate victory and the restoration of all things. Ends the story where it began—God
dwelling with His people in a renewed creation.
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Christian Readers Book Club

B u u K c I. u B We will be taking off for the summer months and will resume our meetings in
October.

Anyone who would like to join us and has some suggestions for good
Christian Books for the club to read, please contact Paulette Holland at
paulettem777@gmail.com.

Creative Arts Fellowship v €.
Tuesday’s June 9 & 23 Y 4 3
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m., Hoover Hall N ;
Open to all, invite your friends. We start with a short Devotion. € Q

This is a good way to connect with others who enjoy doodling on their iPad or in a coloring book!

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month.

L —~——

Do you have a prayer request?

If so, email prayer@palmwestchurch.org (@%“ 222&5
We'll get your request to our prayer team and

include it on our daily email update. ~ %

Prayer is our most forceful weapon and we need to continue to rely on this privilege. -
(‘b/lntercessory _. The Intercessory Prayer Group meets every Tuesday at 11:00 a.m. We will be using the
X / Worship Center Classroom in the back of the Sanctuary.

Praying With Others
Palm West is so blessed by the many people praying for the needs of our people. I want to thank all that have been will-
ing to come forward at the end of services and pray with others at the front of the church.
Matthew 18:20 Wher e two or more are gathered in
You can contact the church office, Pastors, or the Coordinator—Dolores McCaslin.

Blessings.

my
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Cards With Friends

We meet on the second and fourth Fridays 1:30—4:30 p.m. in the Hoover Hall classroom.
Men, women, couples, singles and all your friends and neighbors are welcome.

We play a variety of card games and are happy to teach the rules. For more information call
Bonnie 623-516-8778, or the church office.

This group has fun working our ©br

Fellowship Games

Come and join us at Fellowship Games for a couple of hours of fun, finger snacks,
and good fellowship.
We have a committed “Mexican Train” group and also welcome other games.
We will meet on Monday’s, June 1 & 15 in Hoover Hall Classroom
2:00 p. m.— 4:30 p.m.

Pastor Jim and PWCC,

Thank you for partnering with us in transforming lives
with Community Bible Studly.
Your generosity is priceless, thank you for hosting our class

these many years!
We humbly present our donation from our class donations..
Thank you! For blessing our class! Lou and Janine

Bring donations
to Hoover Halt
or cash to s
the main office s




June Meetings

AA/Alanon
Wednesdays, June 3, 10, 17, 24
Saturdays, June 6, 13, 20, 27
Cards With Friends
Friday, June 12 & 26
Choir Rehearsals
Wednesdays, June 3, 10,17,24
Creative Arts Fellowship
Tuesdays, June 9 & 23
Handbells
Mondays, June 1, 8
Hope Bags
Friday, June 12
Fellowship Dinner
Wednesday, June 17
Fellowship Games
Mondays, June 1, 15
Intercessory Prayer Gathering
Tuesdays, June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Men’s Bible Study
Mondays, June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Missions Meeting
Monday, June 8
Pastor Jim’s Bible Study
Wednesdays, June 3, 10, 17, 24
VLT
Tuesday, June 9
Women’s Bible Study
Thursdays, June 4, 11, 18, 25

Women’s Fellowship Board Meeting

Mondays, June 1, 15
Quilt & Sew
Friday, June 5

7:00 pm—38:30 pm
7:00 pm—~8:30 pm

1:30 pm—4:30 pm

3:00 pm—4:30 pm

10:00 am—11:30 am

10:30 am—12:00 pm

9:00 am—12:00 pm

4:30 pm—6:30 pm

2:00 pm—4:30 pm

11:00 am—12:00 pm

10:00 am—11:00 am

1:00 pm—2:30 pm

1:00 pm—2:00 pm

10:00 am—12:00 pm

9:30 am—11:00 am

1:00 pm—2:30 pm

10:00 am—12:00 pm

Hoover Hall & HH classroom

Hoover Hall & HH classroom

Hoover Hall classroom

Choir Room

Hoover Hall classroom

Sanctuary

Hoover Hall/HH classroom

Hoover Hall

Hoover Hall classroom

Worship Center classroom

Choir Room

Hoover Hall classroom

Sanctuary

Hoover Hall classroom

Hoover Hall classroom

Worship Center classroom

Hoover Hall classroom)




Education
Bob Ripley, Chair

What a great season this has been for Christian Education here at Palm West Community Church. There have been Bible
studies, book studies and theme studies. So here we are at the end of May — in Arizona!! The heat is coming, so that
must mean everything is shutting down until the snowbirds come back in the fall. Right?! Wrong!! For those of us Friers
(Year Rounders), there will still be great things happening and ways for each of us to be involved in community, connec-
tion and convening around God's Word. Here are some of the ways you can be involved:

On Monday's at 10:00 a.m. the Men's Bible Study will be continuing their study in the book of Luke.
The women will start Season 2 of The Chosen on June 11 with discussion to follow each episode.

Sunday mornings will see Sunday School for any and all after the morning service at approximately 11:10 and will
be doing a study in the Book of Acts.

Pastor Jim will be leading his Bible Study on Wednesdays. Be sure to watch the announcements during services for
dates and places.

Pastor Jeff will be teaching a class in music basics in the choir room starting July 8 at 10:00 a.m. Come learn every-
thing from the scale to advanced music ideas.

These are all great opportunities to be growing in the Word and fellowshipping with other believers and church atendees.
Please don't miss out on one or more of these classes. Have a great summer.

Librarian
Nancy Wright

Books in a series — the story continues in the next book!

Here are three series with very short descriptions to entice you. There are many book series sitting on our library shelves
just waiting to be enjoyed. Following is a list of authors who have written a series.

Bonnie Leon Al a s kan S Kliogk full of hlegh-flymgadventure, romance, and the drama of life. Kate has a pio-

neering spirit. She may be a woman in a man’s profession, but as Alaskan bush pilots go, she’s one of the best. She often

works closely with doctor Paul Anderson, bringing much needed medical services to far-flung people in the forbidding
wilderness. Bk. 1 Touching the Clouds Bk. 2 Wings of Pron
Amy CoBnédlg of HopeAWseanrhiktoaidalmomance ¢comedysvith a strong suspense thread

set on the mountains of Colorado. “Josephine has the archery skills of Robin Hood and the curiosity of the Little Mer-

maid, fascinated by but locked away from the outside world — a world she’s been raised to believe killed her parents, “

Bk.1 Aiming for Love Bk . 2 Woman of Sunlight

Mi chael SRRinlalnidio @ #Mayeiansl Kader fom entirely different worlds, have been thrown together in
the chaotic aftermath of the Civil War. Just teenagers, they are left to survive only on their own wits and shared experi-
ences. Out of their efforts to simply stay alive comes a growing awareness of the Lord’s love and care for them....

Bk. 1 Angels Watching Over Me

Bk.2 A Day to Pick Your Own Cotton

BKk. 3 The col ofir tolie yvGalrorSkofmm WYowmr Heart
Bk . 4 Together is All We Need

Authors who have written a book series: Naomi Rawlings, Lauraine Snelling, Karen Kinsbury, Brock & Bodie Thoene,
Jessica Dotta, Michelle Griep, Joanne Bischof and more.

The April, May, June Daily Bread is available in the

Narthex and in the Hoover Hall Foyer.
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Hope Bags
Gary & Carol Gr af

Why We Walk Alongside These Missions

PHOENIX RESCUE MISSION: So many times we think of the homeless being rough, street hardened men. Today
that demographic in our society is changing. The following story is just one example of how, through the Phoenix Res-
cue Mission (Changing Lives Center), you have helped a mother and her three children. Through your donations of
items for the Hope Bags, clothing and financial support, women and children are being rescued from the streets in Mari-
copa County and givin help.
Sheena and her children were homeless. Sheena is 27 and her children are 3 years old, 18 months old and three months
old. She was walking down a street in Phoenix when a volunteer from the Hope Coach (a Phoenix Rescue Mission pro-
gram), saw her. “She was pushing a beat-up looking stroller with a little boy inside fast asleep and a curly-haired girl
perched on the top. Hesitantly she asked us if we knew of a place where she and her three children could stay the night.”
Confused the volunteer looked at the stroller then back to Sheena to see if she had missed something. “Three kids? I on-
ly see two.” That’s when Sheena pointed to the area under the stroller. In the bin used to store diaper bags, a three
month old baby boy was curled up in a ball sleeping.
Summer temperatures were already in the triple digits and women like Sheena and her children are in serious danger. In
fact, summer heat can be twice as deadly to children as adults. According to researchers, a child’s body can heat up three
times faster than an adults in the same environment. Sheena was fortunate, as the volunteers were able to help her
through the Changing Lives Center program.

37% of homeless people in Arizona are families with children.

NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES: Our joy comes from the Lord!!! We recently had the privilege of attending a cele-
bration down at Neighborhood Ministries. What a thrill to see God’s work through the hands of the volunteers and staff.
Souls are being touched through this ministry that seeks daily to bring the Good News of the gospel message to those
who may never hear it in their daily lives.

Hearing some of the testimonies of how Christ has changed their lives and seeing the joy radiate from their faces, con-
firms we are ambassadors for our Lord. The mission of Neighborhood Ministries “To be the presence of Jesus Christ,
sharing His life-transforming hope, love and power among distressed families of urban Phoenix to ignite their passion
for God and His kingdom” tells the story of why PWCC walks alongside the people to be lights to the hurting. NM is
helping stop the poverty cycle.

PHOENIX DREAM CENTER helps pregnant women in crisis and victims of human trafficking. The programs are
designed to help these women, boys and girls become all God intended for them. They are required to attend classes for
20 hours a week, (which include life skills, child care, cooking, Bible Study, etc.). They also must work 20 hours a
week to learn skills which can be used throughout their life.

(continue
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Hope Bags
Gary & Carol Gr af

(conti

“THRIVE AZ” was birthed out of Phoenix Dream Center to help poor families keep their children in the home. Beds,
refrigerators and food are provided to help them through a rough time. THRIVE AZ also has a program for “aged out
foster children”. The law in AZ states that a foster child must move out on their own at age 18. Most have not finished
school, and have no place to live or food to eat. THRIVE AZ takes these children in and provides food, shelter, clothing,
and a means to finish their education. All the programs at the PDC and THRIVE AZ are Christ centered, and are de-
signed to help those in need make a decision that will turn their future into a bright tomorrow. SHORT CREEK
DREAM CENTER helps women and children out of Human Trafficking slavery in Colorado City and into a Christ-
centered place of shelter and programs to help them become independent.

Perhaps God is tugging at your heart to work alongside the Hope Bag Team.
Come join us at one of our next meetings June 12 or August 14 at 9:00 a.m.in Hoover Hall Classroom.
If you have any questions, call Carol Graf 206-369-6377.

If you have any clothing, household goods or furniture you’d like to donate please contact
Gary Graf at 206-369-8659.

nue



Missions
Phil Burdi ck, Chair

Operation Mobilization
Dave Balzer Liaison

PWCC currently supports a couple working in Jordan with Operation Mobilization (OM). Due to security reasons we do
not mention the couple’s names.

OM currently has about 6800 people working in 118 countries. OM is involved in church planting, evangelism, relief,
and development, mentoring and discipleship. Our couple has been serving with OM for about 30 years.

This couple is currently living in the capital city of Amman and is working on recruiting and training new workers. They
are praising God for 5 new people whom they are helping equip for life and ministry in the Near East field. They recently
hosted a team of 13 who were there for al0-day vision trip. These are folks who are already open to serving in missions
and are trying to see if that region is where God is sending them.

The husband held a training weekend in North Jordan where several new workers received training from long term
workers. In April the husband looked after a group of young men and women from a Bible school in Sweden who
came for a three-week exposure trip. They are always looking for ways to grow their teams. There are many oppor-
tunities and seekers in Syria where they currently have only one couple, and they have no one in southern Iraq
where they wish to plant a team. They are praying for Muslims to be reached for Christ in their region.

They want to thank Palm West for our prayers and partnership with them. (This couple’s name cannot be mentioned
for security reasons.)

\ Valley View Community Food Bank collects donations of non-perishable foods

W“ throughout the year. With summer months approaching, kids are out of school and many families
/\pf\\ are struggling to provide kid-friendly summer meals. VVCFB is requesting donations of peanut but-
valley view community  ter, kid snacks, cereals, soups, etc. Please drop off donations to the bins in Hoover Hall so that no
oodbank one in our community needs to go hungry at any time.

Palm West collected items in the month of May for Choices to help restock their "Baby Boutique." Items may be pur-
chased by moms using "baby bucks" which are earned by taking parenting classes offered by Choices.

Your generosity has helped moms and babies in need! Women walk into Choices holding fear and anxiety but walk out
with hope. Choices makes them feel seen and supported on their journey. When you provide these tangible items, you
are making a real and immediate impact in the lives of countless women, men and babies.

Thank You!
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Your leadership shapes lives
and strengthens faith.




