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The role of the cross  
 

If the cross is the place 

where the worst thing that 

could happen happened, it 

is also the place where the 

best thing that could 

happen happened. Ultimate 

hatred and ultimate love 

met on those two 

crosspieces of wood. 

Suffering and love were 

brought into harmony. 

 

To be òsavedó requires a 

severance from the former 

life as clean and sharp as 

though made by a knife. 

There must be a wall of 

separation between the old 

life and the new, a radical 

break. That means death ñ 

death to the old life, in 

order for the new to begin. 

é This wall of separation, 

this barrier, is the cross. 

 

ñElisabeth Elliot, A Path 

Through Suffering 
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Worship Sundays  
9:00 am & 10:30 am 
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 Fax:  623-546-9977 
 General Church Email: 
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 Website:  www.palmwestchurch.org 

Palm West Alive articles must be 
submitted to the church office by  April 15 
for the May 2017 issue.  
 
Articles for the bulletin should be submitted 
to the office by noon on Wednesday prior 
to Sundayôs bulletin. 



Senior Pastorð Rev. Bruce Schipul 
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The Current Sermon series is  
based on the theme  

 

ñIn His Own Words:  
What Jesus Saidò 

 
When you take into account the teaching of Jesus we learn a great deal about Godôs truth on various 
important theological concepts.  We learn about Godôs view of sin, death, Christôs true identity, and what 
Heôs doing right now.  He also talked about how we face the major issues of our lives; for example, when we 
encounter sin we repent and turn from it.  

The Challenge: Sometimes people take issue with the Christian faith and say that we should not teach 
such things. They are often ignorant to what Jesus actually taught, or worse, that having taught it, many 
simply do not accept it as truth. We will examine what does Jesus have to say for Himself.  Jesus was 
known as a Rabbi, Teacher, by the religious leaders of His day, and as Master by His own disciples.  

Style of teaching: Jesus taught by example, used basic examples of His surroundings to describe 
profound theological concepts, and even used the challenges He faced in traveling with His students 
(disciples) to talk about the life of a disciple.  We need to remember, Jesus did not share opinions of things; 
He spoke the Word of God to us.  We have much to learn from all the words and actions the Son of God 
shared with us!  

Location: Jesus began His ministry by preaching in His hometown synagogue. In most situations He taught 
among small groups of people (disciples) in homes, at the seashore, among the Temple courts, on the 
hillsides, and from boats.  The most challenging was speaking to large crowds, where Jesus had to have 
enough impact to hold a crowdôs attention, especially when they were tired and hungry.  He made such an 
impact that the crowds tended to follow Him day after day. When Jesus came into a town, He would quickly 
draw many who came to see and hear Him, often to get something from Him (healing or food).  

Impact: Jesus was always deliberate in what He taught and when, careful to gradually share His true 
identity so He could demonstrate in His actions what His words declared. When it comes to Jesusô 
influence, Jesus wisely spoke in ways that those who heard needed to respond. To the curious, Jesus often 
taught in parables and analogies, to the disciples Jesus explained in much more detail, to the religious 
leaders who showed disgust and condemnation Jesus spoke either in riddles or in direct criticism. In every 
case, when Jesus spoke, His hearers were invited to respond.  

As we approach the weeks of Palm Sunday and Resurrection Sunday ï may we find anew the impact from 
Jesus Himself to inspire and move us to be true disciples (students), and to invite others to walk with us.  

- bps 

Throughout the month of April we are taking the special Easter Offering to respond 
to serious needs through our Emergency Relief Fund. This year our offering will be 
divided into three ways.  

First, we will support the International Ministriesô efforts in Lebanon through the  
Baptist Association as they minister to Syrian refugee families. 

Second, we will support churches in Kansas and Oklahoma in responding to the 
needs of communities hurt by the devastating spring fires, storms, and drought. 

Third, we will refill our Emergency Relief Fund to be available for immediate         
response to a crisis in the future.     

If you would like to giveðsimply mark the portion on your envelope with ñEaster.ò 
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Peter Kyhn, Associate Pastor 

April 2 at 6:00 p.m. 

 Symphony of Praise 

Let All the People Praise the Lord 

Many of Palm Westõs fine musicians will lead us in praising the Lord: 
Jan Kliever and Marilyn Urbany, Jan Turns, Elaine Smetters, the Joyful 
Praise Trio, Dottie Vinson and Milt Siebelts, Joyce Davis, Bette Franke, 
Connie Kelchner, Marilyn Ray, Leta Sproule.  

FREE: Everyone is Invited! 

Holy Thursday Communion - April 13 
 
The Thursday before Resurrection Sunday is known within 
the Christian tradition as Maundy Thursday (or Holy 
Thursday). It commemorates Jesus dining with His 
disciples for the last time before their long walk to the 
garden of Gethsemane, Christôs wrestling with the Father 
in prayer (ñnot my will but Thine be doneò), Judasô 
betrayal, Christôs arrest and trial and sentencing. 

On April 13 (this yearôs Holy Thursday) at 6:00 p.m. the 
Palm West Chancel Choir and Orchestra will lead the 

congregation in a spiritually rich time of Communion as we examine the great hope God has given us in 
Christ, especially when life finds us in the shadows. We will be using the musical arrangements and 
narrations from Hope in the Shadows composed and arranged by Joel Raney and Lloyd Larson with 
orchestrations by Ed Hogan and published just this year by Hope Publishers. 

Our fine Chancel Choir will be accompanied by a six-piece instrumental ensemble made up of Flute, Oboe, 
Clarinet, Horn, Cello, and Piano. The music ranges from the tender to the powerful with a running narration 
that takes us through the many shadows of Christôs life, and of ours: betrayal, agony, temptation, injustice, 
humiliation, and death. Song titles include In Christ Alone; We Will Remember; Gethsemane Hymn; Before 
the Throne of God Above; A Purple Robe, A Crown of Thorn; Beneath the Cross of Jesus; How Deep the 
Fatherôs Love for Us; The Power of the Cross; When I Survey the Wondrous Cross. 

Plan to attend this beautiful musical Communion service that proclaims the message of hope in Jesus. See 
you there! 
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Congratulations to Leta Sproule , who entered the MS 

Senior Arizona Pageant on Saturday 03/18 as an 

opportunity to give glory to God.  

She was crowned MS Senior Arizona!  

DRAMA TEAM 

March 12, 2017 


